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Midterm Review

Colonial America
1. Explain the difference between a slave and an indentured servant.
2. Who is Nathaniel Bacon?  What happened during Bacon’s Rebellion?
3. What was the Mayflower Compact?  What did the signers pledge to do?
4. What was the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut?  Why was it significant?
5. Why did Lord Baltimore lead the Catholics to Maryland?  What was the Maryland Act of Toleration?
6. Explain mercantilism.  What is a favorable balance of trade?  Who does it benefit?
7. What were the Navigation Acts?  How were they a way for England to control its colonies?
8. What is salutary neglect?  How did salutary neglect affect Americans’ want for independence?
9. Who is John Peter Zenger?  What rights did he fight for?
10. What is a plantation?  What does it grow?  Who works on them?
11. What is the Enlightenment?  Who are the three Enlightenment thinkers we discussed in class and what were their ideas?
12. What are people’s natural rights? What is The Social Contract Theory?
Outline of our Government

1. What are the Four Principles of Government?

2. Define federalism.  What are the three levels in our government?  Who has the most power?
3. What is the difference between expressed and reserved powers?

4. Give three examples of expressed powers.

5. Give three examples of reserved powers.

6. What is a concurrent power? Give three examples of concurrent powers.

7. Describe who the governor of a state is.  Who is the current governor of North Carolina?

8. What is the legislature in North Carolina called?  Describe that legislature.

United States Congress

1. What were the New Jersey and Virginia plans? How does each contribute to the Great Compromise?

2. How was our Legislative Branch divided according to the Great Compromise?  What are the names of the houses?  How was representation in each determined?

3. Describe the typical Senator or Representative.
4. What are the 3 requirements for membership in the House of Representatives?

5. How long does each member of the House of Reps. serve?  How many times can they be elected?

6. How many total voting members are there in the House of Representatives?  How is representation from each state determined?  

7. Who are constituents?

8. What is apportionment?  What is gerrymandering?  What is its purpose?


9. What are the 3 requirements for membership in the Senate?
10. How long does each member of the Senate serve?  How many times can they be elected?  How  many total members are there in the Senate?

11. What is the difference in representing the people between the House of Representatives and the Senate? Who is closest to the people?
12. What are some of the benefits of working in Congress?  What is the franking privelege?

13. When is Congress “in-session”?  What is a special session?
Powers of Congress

14. What are enumerated powers?  Where do Congress’ enumerated powers come from?  What are some examples of Congress’ enumerated powers?

15. What does the necessary and proper clause allow Congress to do?  What are the powers given to Congress through this clause called?  What is an example of how Congress has used this power?
16. What are the major powers given specifically to the House of Representatives?

17. Where do all tax bills begin?  Why?  
18. What are the major powers given specifically to the Senate?
19. What does it mean to impeach a leader?  Who has the sole power to impeach a President?  What is the Senate’s role in impeachment?
20. How does the 10th Amendment limit Congressional power?
21. How do checks and balances limit Congressional power?

How Congress Works

22. What is the difference between a majority leader and a minority leader?  Where are they?
23. What is a party whip?  What is the role of the party whip for the political party?

24. Who is the leader in the House of Representatives?  What does this person do?
25. Who is the official leader of the Senate?  What does this person’s typical role in the Senate?  Who is the daily (ceremonial) leader of the Senate?
26. Why does Congress divide into committees?  Give a brief definition of each: standing committee, select committee,  joint committee
27. How is membership in Congressional committees assigned?  What is seniority?  Why is it important to be on an important Congressional committee?
28. What are pork-barrel projects?  Why is it important for Congressional members to pay close attention to pork-barrel projects? (In book)
How a Bill Becomes a Law

29. What is the difference between public bills and private bills? (In book)
30. What is a special-interest group?  How do interest groups influence Congress? (In book)
31. Describe the 3 options committees have when handling bills.
32. What is the difference between hearing a bill on the floor of the Senate and on the floor of the House of Representatives?
33. What is a filibuster?  Where do filibusters happen?  How do you end a filibuster
34. What does “the Constitution requires that the Senate and the House pass a bill in identical form before it becomes a law” mean?

35. What is a conference committee?  What do conference committees do?
36. What are the President’s options when receiving a bill?  What is the difference between a pocket veto and a veto?
37. What can Congress do if the President vetoes a bill?  Why is this process difficult?  How is that a part of the system of checks and balances?
The Executive Branch

1. What are the 3 formal qualifications to become president?
2. Explain the following amendments: 12, 20, 22, 25
3. List the 7 roles of the president and explain each. 

4. What is the president’s cabinet? How are cabinet members selected? Who must approve of each member?
5. What are executive agencies? How do executive agencies work with the president? List 3 executive agencies.
6. List 3 checks on the president’s power and explain each.
